
Hope, Peace, and God’s Presence Among Us

Novena of Grace
March 4 - 12,  2026    

Where are You Dwelling?



Welcome, and thank you for joining us for the Novena of Grace 2026 
at St. Francis Xavier Parish!

This year’s theme, “Where Are You Dwelling ? Hope, Peace, and God’s Presence Among 
Us,” invites us to reflect on a simple but profound question. In the midst of busy lives, 
uncertainty, and a world that often feels unsettled, where do we notice God choosing 
to dwell? The Novena of Grace offers us these days as a sacred pause to listen more 
closely and rediscover the quiet ways God remains present among us.

We are blessed this year to have John Neuman serve as our presenter. John is a lifelong 
member of the Missoula Catholic community, Director of Spirituality at St. Francis 
Xavier, and a Diaconate Candidate for the Diocese of Helena and our parish com-
munity. His reflections are shaped by years of formation, prayer, and lived ministry, 
particularly his work accompanying others in faith and spiritual growth. John brings 
a grounded, attentive approach that invites us to notice God’s presence not only in 
extraordinary moments, but in the ordinary patterns of daily life.

May this Novena of Grace be a time of renewal for each of us, strengthening our hope, 
deepening our peace, and drawing us closer to the God who chooses to dwell among 
His people.

Saint Francis Xavier, pray for us.

C. Hightower, S.J.
Pastor



Our Presenter

John Neuman is a lifelong member of the Missoula Catholic community and a 
graduate of Loyola Sacred Heart High School. He is currently in his fourth year 
of Diaconate Formation for the Diocese of Helena, with ordination anticipated 
in 2027. John serves as Director of Spirituality at St. Francis Xavier Parish, where 
he supports spiritual formation and accompanies others in prayer, reflection, and 
everyday faith.

Before returning to Missoula, John and his family spent many years in Little Rock, 
AR, where he helped found and lead several men’s faith initiatives, including Men 
of Faith and the Arkansas Catholic Men’s Conference. These ministries empha-
sized Scripture, accountability, and authentic Christian community, experiences 
that continue to shape his approach to faith and service today.

St. Francis Xavier has been John and Missy’s parish home at several points in their 
lives, including their marriage and the baptism of their children, and again since 
2017. John’s spirituality is grounded in attentiveness to where God is already pres-
ent, especially in ordinary life. John and Missy are the parents of four children: 
Brendan, Joshua, Megan, and Morgan.

John Neuman

Weekday and Weekend Novena Mass celebrated at Noon Only with Livestream.         
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Order of Worship
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First Reading

Responsorial Psalm:

Liturgy of the Word

Gospel Acclamation

Psalm 25: To You, O Lord, I Lift My Soul
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��
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Verses

1.  Lord, make me know your ways, teach me your paths
     and keep me in the way of your truth, for you are God, my Savior.

2.  For the Lord is good and righteous, revealing the way to those who wander,
     gently leading the poor and the humble.

3.  To the ones who seek the Lord, who look to God’s word, who live God’s love,
     God will always be near, and will show them mercy.

Text: Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 12-14; Marty Haugen, © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.; refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL
Music: Marty Haugen, © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.
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Text: Psalm 102; Taizé Community, 1982
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
© 1982, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
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Praise and hon or to you, Lord Je sus Christ!



Most amiable and most loving Saint Francis Xavier, in union with thee 
I reverently adore the Divine Majesty. I rejoice exceedingly on account of 
the marvelous gifts, which God bestowed upon thee. I thank God for the 
special graces He gave thee during thy life on earth and for the great glory 
that came to thee after thy death. 

I implore thee to obtain for me, through thy powerful intercession, the 
greatest of all blessings--that of living and dying in the state of grace. I also 
beg of thee to secure for me the special favor I ask in this novena. (Here 
you may mention the grace, spiritual or temporal, that you wish to obtain.) 
In asking this favor, I am fully resigned to the Divine Will. I pray and 
desire only to obtain that which is most conducive to the greater glory of 
God and the greater good of my soul. 

V. Pray for us, Saint Francis Xavier.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Novena of Grace Prayer with Saint Francis Xavier
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O God, You Search MeO GOD, YOU SEARCH ME
Bernadette Farrell

Text: Based on Psalm 139. Text and music © 1992, Bernadette Farrell. 
Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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Agnus Dei	

Invitation to Communion

	 Presider: 	 Behold the Lamb of God,...
			   ...Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
	 Assembly: 	 Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
			   but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion

Everyone is invited to come forward today. If you are in a faith practice in communion with 
the Catholic Church, come forward in the usual way to receive the Eucharist. If you choose 
not to receive, you are invited to receive a blessing from the minister of the bread. 
Please indicate your desire for a blessing by placing your hand over your heart.

Sign of Peace

	 Presider: 	 The peace of the Lord be with you always.

	 Assembly: 	 And with your spirit.

AGNUS DEI

&
.
.

Cantor (first time only):

œ œ œ œ ˙

A-gnus De - i,

All:

œ œ œ œ
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œ
œ œ ˙

ca - ta mun-di:
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mi-se-re - re no - bis.

& œ œ œ œ ˙

A-gnus De - i,
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qui tol - lis pec -

œ
œ œ ˙

ca - ta mun -di:

œ œ œ
œ œ œ ˙

do-na no-bis pa - cem.

Music: Agnus Dei XVIII, Vatican Edition; acc. by Robert J. Batastini



Communion Song
Take And Eat This Bread
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Text: Francis Patrick O’Brien, b.1958
Tune: Francis Patrick O’Brien, b.1958
© 1992, GIA Publications, Inc.

Take and Eat This Bread   

Peoples Hymns 8 comp.  11/18/02  10:15 AM  Page 783

Concluding Rites & Final Blessing:
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Closing Song All That Is Hidden
All That Is Hidden

Bernadette Farrell

Text based on Lk 12:2-3. Text and music © 1986, 1988, Bernadette Farrell. 

Administered in England by the St. Thomas More Group. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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GOODWILL OFFERING
In order to provide this enriching experience, St. Francis Xavier Parish relies on the generosity of all 
those who have been touched by this Novena of Grace. You are invited to make a goodwill offering. 
Please consider a donation reflective of your ability to give and of your gratitude for this special nine - 
day retreat. Donations cover Novena expenses. Envelopes are available at the entrances of the church.

 
We have collection baskets available or you may submit your donation to the parish 
online at our website sfxmissoula.org under Donate, use our QR Code to the right
 or mail directly to 420 West Pine Street, Missoula, MT 59802-4199.

Thank you for supporting this graced time with your generous offering.

Following the closing song, those who wish may come forward to receive 
an individual blessing with the relic of St. Francis Xavier. 
At that time, please mention your prayer intention to those at the altar.


