
   

To read more, go to www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching 

 Page 1 of 2 

   
 

 

Catholic Social Teaching -- Part 7 
(The Church’s Best Kept Secret) 

 

Call to community & participation 
 

The mystery of the trinity involves the relationship of complete 

love among the three divine persons-Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit – in one God.  As persons made in God’s image, we are 

both sacred and social.  In community we realize the 

fulfillment of our dignity and rights in relationship with and to 

others – from the CCHD Faith and Human Development Series 

 

Individual citizens and intermediate groups are obliged to make their 

specific contributions to the common welfare. One of the chief 

consequences of this is that they must bring their own interests into 

harmony with the needs of the community, and must contribute their goods 

and their services as civil authorities have prescribed, in accord with the 

norms of justice and within the limits of their competence. From the 1963 

encyclical Pacem en Terris by John XXIII 

__________________________________________________________    

Pope Francis, referring to the awareness that we are all brothers and 

sisters said, "Fraternity is an essential human quality, for we are 

relational beings. A lively awareness of our relatedness helps us to 

look upon and to treat each person as a true sister or brother; 

without fraternity it is impossible to build a just society and a solid 

and lasting peace” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…A community needs a soul if 

it is to become a true home for 

human beings. You, the people 

must give it this soul.” John Paul II 

 

 The believers met 

together in one place 

and shared everything 

they had 

 They sold their property 

and possessions and 

shared the money with 

those in need 

 They worshiped together 

each day 

 met in homes  and 

shared their meals with 

great joy and generosity 

 

 all the while praising God 

and enjoying the 

goodwill of all the people 

                                    --Acts 2:42-47 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Ignatius begins the Contemplatio with two presuppositions 

concerning love that govern his entire thought.  First, love is 

shown more in deeds than in words.  Second, love consists in 

a mutual sharing, where the lover seeks to gives the good 

things he possesses to the beloved.  Surely one shares material 

goods like riches, but even more goods of the soul.  This, of 

course, is the love we see in the Blessed Trinity, where every 

good is shared between the Father and Son in the Holy 

Spirit.  This active sharing of love is revealed to us most fully in 

Christ’s descent into the world for our salvation. 

                            From magisspirituality.org 


