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Today begins a seven-part series on the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 

The Church’s Best Kept Secret part 1 
  

 
“The Catholic church has a very big secret. It is so powerful, challenging and 
relevant that if every bishop, priest, deacon, religious and layperson was 
committed to communicating and implementing this 
it would turn society upside-down and literally transform the world.” – National 
Catholic Reporter, April, 2012 

 

 

PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE POOR:   The 
Gospel calls Christians to put the needs of the poor 
first.  A common moral test of a society is how it treats 
its most vulnerable people.  Wherever there is 
structural injustice, Christians are called to oppose it.  
Those with the greatest need requires the greatest 
response – from the Faith and Human Development 
Guide by Catholic Campaign for Human Development.   
 

 
The story of Lazarus and the rich man in today’s Gospel shows we are called to 
reach out to the poor. From his time in Latin America to washing the feet of a 
Muslim woman on Holy Thursday, Pope Francis message is the embodiment of 
Catholic Social Teaching.   Sojourners magazine September/October issue 
editorial states:  The Election of a new pope has brought a spirit of change to the 
Catholic Church.  And while that change will primarily impact Catholics, what 
the church and the pope say and do can impact all Christians. 

 
 

 

 

Questions for reflection: 
1. How much are you conscious of those who are economically 
poor or disadvantaged? 
2. What are some ways that you can make a preferential option 
for the poor?  
3. As a society, are we all responsible for the conditions of poverty 
both locally and globally?  
4. What can you do both directly and indirectly to work for change 
for the poor? 

 

The General Congregation 35 of 
the Society of Jesus includes the 
following statement: 
 

 Our commitment to help 
establish right relationships 
invites us to see the world 
from the perspective of the 
poor and the marginalized, 
learning from them, acting 
with and for them. In this 
context, the Holy Father 
(Benedict XVI) reminds us 
that the preferential option 
for the poor is implicit in 
the Christological faith in a 
God who for us became 
poor, to enrich us with his 
poverty (2 Cor 8:9)  He 
invites us with a prophetic 
call to renew our mission 
“among the poor and for the 
poor”. 

 
 And the Bishop’s Pastoral on the 
U.S. Economy states: 
 

 “Followers of Christ must 
avoid a tragic separation 
between faith and everyday 
life…economic life is one 
of the chief areas where we 
live out our faith [and] love 
our neighbor.” 

 

More information can be found on 
the United States Bishops webpage 
at http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-
social-teaching/index.cfm 

 

 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I wasin prison and you came to visit me 

                                                                                                       Matthew 25:35 
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