
 

 

  sol·i·dar·i·ty 
 [ sòllə dárrətee ]    
 

 Definition: mutual agreement and support: harmony of interests and 
responsibilities     among individuals in a group, especially as 
manifested in unanimous support and collective action for something 

The Church’s Best Kept Secret: Catholic Social Teaching part 3 

To follow Christ bearing his Cross means opening ourselves with him to every thirst 

that afflicts humanity today. From the 35th Congregation of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) 

In his recent interview in America Magazine, Pope Francis states: Everybody, 

according to his or her particular opportunities and responsibilities, should be able to 

make a personal contribution to putting an end to so many social injustices. The 

culture of selfishness and individualism that often prevails in our society is not what 

builds up and leads to a more habitable world: it is the culture of solidarity that does 

so, seeing others not as rivals or statistics, but brothers and sisters. 

 

 

FROM OUR TRADITION: 

At a time of dramatic global changes and challenges, Catholics in the United States face 

special responsibilities and opportunities. We are members of a universal Church that 

transcends national boundaries and calls us to live in solidarity and justice with the 

peoples of the world. We are also citizens of a powerful democracy with enormous 

influence beyond our borders. As Catholics and Americans we are uniquely called to 

global solidarity  

One special way parishes have reached out in solidarity is through a process known as 

twinning, in which a parish in the United States develops an ongoing (sister parish) 

relationship with a parish in another part of the world. [Many US parishes] are connected 

in special relationships with Catholic communities in Central and South America. We 

welcome “twinning” relationships and encourage the development of these 

relationships in ways that avoid dependency and paternalism. These bridges of faith 

offer as much to U.S. parishes as their partners. We are evangelized and changed as we 

help other communities of faith.– from the US Bishops Called to Global Solidarity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Nations 

garden contains several 

sculptures and statues 

that have been donated 

by different countries. 

This one is called "Let Us 

Beat Swords into 

Plowshares" and was a 

gift from the then Soviet 

Union presented in 1959. 

Made by Evgeniy 

Vuchetich, the bronze 

statue represents the 

figure of a man holding a 

hammer in one hand and, 

in the other, a sword 

which he is making into a 

plowshare, symbolizing 

man's desire to put an 

end to war and convert 

the means of destruction 

into creative tools for the 

benefit of all mankind.  

 

 

 

They shall beat their 

swords into 

plowshares and 
their spears into 

pruning hooks 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

little ripples in a small pond – living in  solidarity with the poor 

 Do you always need to have your lights on? Classrooms in many parts of the world 
rely on natural light only 

 Can you use less water? The average American uses 24 gallons of water per day to 
shower, while 1.1 billion people in the world lack access to clean water 

 Consider going vegetarian for a week.  To 1.3 billion people living in extreme poverty, 
the idea of eating meat is an unimaginable luxury 

 Try taking public transportation or walk to school or work, being mindful of how much 
effort it takes many people in the world to get an education 

 Make a $25 micro-loan at www.kiva.org to empower a man or woman to lift 
themselves out of  poverty by investing in their business 

 Pray, pray, pray! 

Please remember in your prayers our sister parish, Santa Rita de Cascia of 
Cartagena, Colombia 

 

 

http://www.kiva.org/

